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THE HOSPITALS OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK 

GEORGE O'HANLON 
Medical Superintendent, Bellevue and Allied Hospitals 

BELLEVUE Hospital, at 26th Street and First Avenue, Gouver- 
neur Hospital at the foot of Gouvemeur Street, Harlem Hospital 
at 136th Street and Lenox Avenue, Fordham Hospital at Fordham 
Road and Southern Boulevard, the Bellevue Hospital Training School 
for Midwives at 223 East 26th Street, and the Ocean Beach Hospital 
for Bone and Joint Tuberculosis, at Rockaway Park, are the institutions 
comprising the department of Bellevue and allied hospitals, one of the 
more recently created of the city departments, established by an act 
of the legislature in 1902, which act separated these hospitals from the 
department of public charities, and placed their administration under 
a board of trustees, seven in number, each of whom serves without salary 
for a period of seven years, together with the commissioner of public 
charities, ex officio. 

As vacancies occur in this board by reason of the expiration of the 
term of office, resignation or death, appointments are made by the mayor 
upon the nomination of the president or executive head of the following 
organizations: The United Hebrew Charities of the City of New York; 
the Particular Council of New York of the Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul, and the New York Association for Improving the Condition of 
the Poor. 

The charter provides that any person injured or taken sick in the 
streets, or in any public square or place within the city of New York, 
may be sent to and shall be received by the said hospitals for temporary 
care and treatment, irrespective of his or her place of residence. The 
said board of trustees shall provide and maintain suitable rooms or 
wards for the reception, examination and temporary care of persons 
alleged to be insane. Persons who do not reside in the city of New York 
may also be received for treatment provided that no such person is 
received to the exclusion of patients who reside in said city, and that 
they pay for their care and treatment such sum as may be determined 
upon by the board of trustees. 

In accordance with these general provisions there were admitted to 
the various hospitals of the department last year, 63,357 persons. While 
the majority of this number were medical or surgical cases, 10,250 were 
treated for alcoholism and 4600 were insane. 

Every person needing hospital relief is received; however, not all are 
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kept. Persons suffering from contagious or infectious diseases other than 
chicken-pox, mumps and whooping cough are at once transferred to the 
hospitals for contagious diseases of the board of health. Cases of tuber- 
culosis are transferred to the various hospitals or sanitariums for tubercu- 
losis as their condition permits. So-called chronic cases, or cases requiring 
prolonged hospital treatment, are transferred to the hospitals of the 
department of public charities. 

Patients either come to the hospital by themselves, are brought by 
their friends, or are brought in ambulances. The city is divided into 
districts, each hospital maintaining an ambulance service, having as- 
signed to it a certain number of city blocks immediately adjacent thereto. 
All ambulance calls should come through the police department, the 
policeman at the point sending in the call to headquarters, and head- 
quarters transmitting the call to the hospital caring for the district. 

The first ambulance service in the world to be connected with a general 
hospital was established at Bellevue Hospital in 1869. Two ambulances 
were placed in commission and during the first year responded to 4200 
calls. The ambulances of the department of Bellevue and allied hos- 
pitals alone responded to 32,307 calls last year. 

Each hospital maintains an out patient department. The visits to 
the various classes last year totaled 429,113. 

Two boats are maintained as day camps for incipient or arrested 
cases of tuberculosis, caring particularly for children who are obliged 
to leave the public schools by reason of their tubercular condition. For 
these there are maintained open-air school rooms, lessons being carried 
on along with the treatment, so that when the cure is effected the child's 
standing in school has not been retarded. 

The training school for midwives was established in 1911, and is the 
first attempt in this country to provide practical training for women 
wishing to practice midwifery. Over 40% of the births in New York 
city are attended by midwives. The course covers a period of six months 
during which time the pupil resides in the school. 

The Ocean Beach Hospital, at Rockaway Park, is to be opened on 
April 15th for the care and treatment of bone and joint tuberculosis. 

Mainly through the efforts of Miss Louisa Lee Schuyler, the first 
organized training school for nurses was established at Bellevue Hos- 
pital in 1873. There are now on the nursing staff in the various depart- 
ments 525 graduate, post graduate, affiliating and pupil nurses. 

One hundred and eighteen (118) medical internes, 2 dental internes, 
90 pupil male attendants and 900 employes complete the resident work- 
ing staff. 
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Bellevue Hospital traces its origin to a very humble source, having 
been established in December 1658, in a house on Broad street, when the 
infant city had a population of only about 1000, the appropriation for 
its maintenance that year being $500. It may therefore justly lay 
claim to being the oldest institution of its kind on the soil of the United 
States. There are no records of the number of persons cared for, but 
as it had only six beds, the number must have been few. The appropria- 
tion for 1914 was $1,352,073.98, and 717,804 days' treatment was rendered. 
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